Advent/Christmas
The season of Advent is the beginning of the Church Year. The first Sunday of Advent occurs on November 28th and it begins the four weeks of preparation for the short season (12 days) of Christmas.
When we celebrate Advent, we are thinking about two things—Jesus coming as a baby, and Jesus
coming again. You will notice on the first Sunday of Advent that the Scripture lesson focuses on the
second coming as we begin the season, and then the lessons move us toward the Jesus’ first coming.
We will begin the season of Christmas on December 24th, Christmas Eve. The official season lasts all
the way to January 6th, which is Epiphany Day. This year, the way the calendar falls, we will celebrate
the Epiphany of January 2nd.
These seasons we celebrate in December are important to our faith. Take time to enjoy these holidays
with friends and family. Plan to spend time with your church family during these seasons.
Advent Conspiracy
Be a part of a different story this Christmas, one that celebrates our King and brings hope to the
watching world.
On Wednesdays, December 1 and December 8, we will have two sessions of a worldwide program
called “Advent Conspiracy.” It is a way of thinking about the Advent/Christmas season with new eyes
and a new heart. We will be considering these topics: Worship Full, Spend Less, Give More, and
Love All.
A book and resources are available at: https://adventconspiracy.org/
We will come together in the fellowship hall at 6:30 p.m. for in-person sessions, but will broadcast the
sessions online on Facebook Live.
Come and explore a new way of thinking about celebrating Advent/Christmas this year.
Parsonage Open House
Rose and I would like to invite you to the parsonage for an open house on Sunday, December 19th
from 3:30—5:30 p.m. followed by the White Gifts Service at the Church at 6:00 p.m.
There will be some light refreshments served and it will be a chance to drop by your parsonage for
some Christmas cheer.
Rose and I extend our gratitude for another Christmas with our family at Rehobeth. This is a truly special congregation and we believe that it has many years left of reaching out to this community and
beyond.
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Preaching in December
December 5, 2021—2nd Sunday of Advent
Scripture: Luke 3:1-6
Sermon: John the Baptist, Again
December 12, 2021—3rd Sunday of Advent
Special Christmas Music—Both Services
Happy Birthday
Birthdays are important because they indicate a
special moment when God selected us to live in
time. That further indicates that we are very
special to have been chosen by Him to serve in His
Kingdom in this generation! So let each of us
share that special day by phoning, or writing a note
to that special person in our congregation. (P.S.
Please inform the church office when additions or
corrections are in order.)
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Dee Greene
Ken Wooten
Gaynell Foster
Bernie Thompson
Morgan Hall
Grant Parham
Preston Michael
Katie Graham
Preston Nephew
Brenda Milano
Lyvonda Robbins
Miles Goodwin
Oliver Goodwin
Lewis Robinson
Phyllis Sipes
Shanda Parker
Jean Hughes
Debbie Michael
Landon Kiser
Amanda Seitz
Ann Howard
Wayne Lowe
Mackenzie Stutts
Jennie Connor
Kathy Sigmon
Fred Liska
Holden York
John Geer
Jan Liska
Terry Holdsclaw
Tommy Carroll
Betty Campbell

Thank You So Much
Dear Rehobeth Family,
I would like to thank everyone for all the
prayers, food, cards, calls, flowers and every act of
kindness that I received during my recent back surgery. I’m not 100% yet, but I’m getting there. I appreciate and love my church family so much. Thank
you for your love and support.
Love & blessings,
Cherylene Setzer

December 19, 2021—4th Sunday of Advent
Scripture: Luke 1:39-45
Sermon: Mary and Elizabeth
December 24, 2021—Christmas Eve
Scripture: Luke 2:1-20
Sermon: Still Amazed
December 26, 2021—1st Sunday after Christmas
Day
Scripture: 2:41-52
Sermon: Baby on Friday, Youth on Sunday
Sympathy Expressed
The members and friends of Rehobeth
Church extend their deepest Christian sympathy to
Betty Johnson and family upon the death of her husband, Joe Johnson who passed away October 25,
2021.
“Whoever lives and believes in me shall
never die, but have everlasting life.”

Memorials
In Memory of: Dot Holdsclaw
Given by: Mack & Sandra McCaslin
Michael & Susan Boyles
Bernie & Meg Thompson
In Memory of: Sue Goodwin
Given by: The Susanna Wesley Circle
In Memory of: Joe Johnson
Given by: Charles & Ann Howard
Vickie & Jeff Howard
Richard & Elizabeth Norris
Doug & Denise Howard
Alton L. Johnson
Lori & Neal Wyant
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Susanna Wesley Circle
The Susanna Wesley Circle will have their
holiday luncheon on Wednesday, December 1 at Los
Mezquite Mexican Grill near Publix. We will meet
at the restaurant at 11:15 a.m. Please bring a $10 gift
to exchange. This luncheon will also serve as our
December meeting. Hope to see you there!
FunTimers Headed to Drive Thru Nativity

Holiday Craft Session

All are invited to the Drive Thru nativity at
Rock Spring Campground on Saturday, December
11 from 6 to 9 p.m. If you would like to carpool to
this event, please sign up on one of the lists in the
narthex or the fellowship hall. We will meet at the
church at 5:30 p.m. and travel to the campground
(approximately 10 minutes away) for the Drive Thru
Nativity. There is no charge for this event.

Julie Howard will be hosting a Holiday Craft
Session on Saturday, December 4th starting at 9:00
a.m. The location will be Julie’s garage at 8510
Timberlake Lane, Terrell. We will be making a
mailbox swag or vertical porch swag for Christmas.
You may make Christmas wreaths as well. The Balsam Fir greenery and red ribbon for a bow will be
supplied. People are welcome to bring personalized
supplies to use also. The cost is $5 for a frame and
$5 for a bow.
Special Christmas Music

Kidz Connection & Youth Schedule
Dec. 5—4:00-5:00 p.m.—Bell Practice—Sanctuary
5:30 p.m.—Joint Youth & Kids Meeting Connor Rec. Center
Dec. 12—4:00-5:00 p.m.—Bell Practice—Sanctuary
5:30 p.m.—Joint Youth & Kids Christmas
Party—Connor Rec. Center
Dec. 19—6:00 p.m. White Gifts Service -Sanctuary
(No Youth or Kids Meeting)
Dec. 26—No Bell Practice—No Youth or Kids
Meeting

You won’t want to miss this year’s Special
Christmas Music performed by our own Rehobeth
Chancel Choir under the direction of Carol Graham.
The choir will be performing selections from the cantata, “Touched by a Child, Touched by a King” by
John Purifoy. This year the choir will sing at both
the 8:45 and 10:45 services on Sunday, December
12. Do come and receive the blessing of music.

FunTimers Cards & Casserole Lunch

Mae Howard Circle Christmas Dinner
All women are invited to the Mae Howard
Circle’s Christmas dinner and meeting on Thursday,
December 9 at 6:00 p.m. in the fellowship hall of the
Family Life Center. This will be a covered dish meal
so bring along a favorite dish to share. This Christmas dinner always proves to be a fun time and we
welcome all ladies whether they are a part of the circle or not. We do hope that you will be able to join
us.

A teacher asked the kids in her class to bring
a symbol of their religion. The Catholic boy brought
a rosary, the Jewish boy brought a yarmulke, and the
Methodist boy brought a casserole! (Joke courtesy
of Evelyn Campbell). All are invited to a casserole
lunch and cards on Monday, December 13th starting
at 10:30 a.m. in the fellowship hall of the Family
Life Center. Bring your favorite dish to share and
play some cards with friends. Please sign up on one
of the lists in the narthex or the fellowship hall if you
plan to attend and please write down what you are
bringing to eat. We will also have a Christmas tree
ornament exchange for those who would like to participate. Please bring a wrapped ornament if you
would like to be included in this activity.

With Grateful Thanks

White Gifts Service
The children and youth will be performing a
Bell Christmas program at this year’s White Gifts
Service on Sunday, December 19. In preparation
for this event, the youth and kids will be practicing
on Sundays, December 5 and 12 from 4:00 p.m. to
5:00 p.m. Then after practice we will have a joint
Youth and Kidz Connection meeting at the Connor
Rec. Center from 5:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.
The White Gifts service will take place on
Sunday, December 19 starting at 6:00 p.m. in the
sanctuary. Plan to come and bring canned goods
and non-perishable food wrapped in white paper for
our Blessing Box.
Due to safety precautions, we will not have a
church-wide Christmas party following the service.

Christmas Eve Communion Service
All are invited to a candlelight Christmas Eve
communion service which will be held in the sanctuary on Friday, December 24 beginning at 4:30 p.m.
Come join family and friends to worship on this very
blessed evening.

Thank you, Rehobeth family, for your generous donations to our Thanksgiving/Christmas food
box mission. We have joined the other area churches that support the efforts of the Christian Food Pantry of Sherrills Ford. We have been working with
area social workers and counselors to supply holiday food boxes to families in these schools who may
need additional support. So far we have 84 families
on the thanksgiving list. You will receive an update
in January after both holidays are over. The School
personnel and families involved appreciate your
generous hearts.

A Season of Giving
Many of our church members and friends
choose to make donations to our church at the end of
the year. I’d like to highlight two of our funds for
you to consider.
The first is the Hunger and Helping Hands
fund. This fund assists both church members and
non-members who find themselves in need of financial assistance. Individuals and families have received help with power bills, medical bills, and
transportation costs. If you’d like to make a donation to this fund, you may make out a check to
“Rehobeth UMC” with “Hunger & Helping Hands”
in the memo line. Remember, for those who have
offering envelope packets, the green-bordered envelopes are designated for this fund.
Another goal we have is to reduce the debt on
our Family Life Center. To contribute to this fund,
checks may be made out to “Rehobeth UMC” with
“Family Life Center” in the memo line. These
checks may be inserted in the red-bordered envelopes in your packet which are designated for this
fund. All donations may be placed in the offering
plates.
Of course you may always simply write a
check and mail it or bring it by the church office. Or
you may donate online at our Website:
www.rehobethumc.org.
You’ve most likely noticed the beautiful
naming rights plaques that are on the walls of the
Family Life Center. We still have a few “naming
rights” available for some “shared plaques.” A
“shared plaque” is one that has more than one donor
name listed. We still need the following to complete
the plaques:

Welcome to the World, Ben!
Congratulations to Candace and John
Jackson upon the birth of a son, Benjamin Neely
Jackson, who was born November 5, 2021. Ben
weighed 6 lbs. 13 oz. at birth and was 20 inches
long. Congratulations also to Luke on becoming a
big brother and to grandparents Jack and Rosie
Sailstad.

Tables—$125 each
Warming Cabinet—$1,250
Audio Visual Equipment—$2000
We also have lots of leaves that can be added
to our “Tree of Life.” Engraved leaves can be purchased in memory or in honor of loved ones for
$150. If interested in naming rights items or leaves,
please see Rosie in the church office.
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A Special Note of Thanks
Dear Rehobeth Family,
Thank you so much for all your prayers,
cards and good food. I’ve especially enjoyed the
shawl and prayer square from the Loaves and Stitches Group and use them daily. I have been truly
blessed by your love and kindness. It has made my
recovery from knee replacement surgery more bearable. Though doctors tell me it will be several
months to a year yet before I’m back 100%, I’m well
on my way. You all are true blessings from God. I
could not have made it through however, without my
wonderful nurse, Steve. He has been by my side all
the way. I couldn’t have asked for better care.
On another note, Steve & I miss all of you
very much. But at this point in time, we feel we are
where God wants us to be, assisting his churches.
Thanks again & Love you all,
Doris Pickard

Answers to Last Month’s Puzzle

